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had been " baptized with the HOLY SPIRIT/' on the day of
Pentecost, a baptism, therefore, which John could not under-
stand.

2.  OUB, LORD'S answer was directed not to the messengers,
but to John himself, and the conclusion conveyed a gentle, but
yet pointed rebuke, for " the offence" he In particular had taken,
with a kind admonition not to forfeit that " blessing" by doubt
or distrust, which awaited " all that trusted in Him" as THE
SON OF GOB, foretold by David, Fs. ii. 12.

3.  That John and Ms disciples were fully satisfied with this
answer, and with the triple evidence of miracles, doctrines, and
prophecy, to establish CHRIST'S mission, (more especially fore-
told by that evangelical prophet Isaiah, on whom John rested
his own credentials, as CHRIST'S herald) we may conclude,
because It was fully sufficient to convince such a wise and good
man, and because when John was beheaded, " his disciples,
after they had buried ike body, went and told JESUS," which
was plainly an act of respect and kindness, and the behaviour of
men who entertained an honourable opinion of CHRIST, as their
master's " chief? and deeply interested in his unworthy late.

4.  And this is confirmed by the testimony of JESUS to JOHN.
To remove any unfavourable impressions the multitude might

have entertained of John, In consequence of his message, and
OUR LORD'S answer, JESUS took the earliest opportunity,
" while the messengers were departing," to delineate

THE   CHARACTER  OF JOHN.

L " John was not a reed shaken with the wind" He was
no wavering or inconstant teacher, but Invariably and steadily
preached the same doctrine of repentance to the people through-
out, as the only means of averting the divine judgments, and
qualifying them for admission Into CHRIST'S kingdom.

2.  "He was not a man cloathed in soft raiment"    He was
no courtier, or great man, " cloathed in purple and fine linen.,"
but coarse in his dress, and austere in his deportment; com-
manding respect and veneration, as & prophet, by the energy of
his preaching, and the sanctity of his manners, like another
Elijah in character.

3.  " He was greater than a prophet" because he was him-
self the subject of prophecy, as the harbinger of the Messiah ;
and whereas the prophets of old only foresaw at a distance the